
 

Order of Worship 
March 5, 2023 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. While the 
congregation is mostly not on camera, if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed please sit in the balcony or back two 
rows of the sanctuary. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leader: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 
Lector: Susan O’Neil 
Organist: Laura Ouimette 
Musicians: Kris Kucera, Autumn Bystrom, Virginia Plata, Kathy Forgrave, 
Saskia Orr  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent   
 
About Today’s Music  
In June the choir will join with University Congregational Church choir to 
present Craig Hella Johnson’s Considering Matthew Shepard, a choral 
suite written in 2016 in honor of a young college student who was the 
victim of a horrific hate crime. Today’s anthem, “All of Us” the powerful 
and uplifting finale in that tribute to a young man who has become a 
symbol for hope and redemption. Johnson (b.1962) is a native of Minne-
sota with degrees from St. Olaf, Julliard and Yale as well as a fellowship 
at the International Bach Academy in Stuttgart, Germany. He is the 
founder and artistic director of the choral group Conspirare, and serves 
as Music Director Laureate and Conductor of the Victoria Bach Festival. 
One unique aspect of Johnson’s programming is his signature “collage” 
style: through-composed programs that marry music and poetry to 
seamlessly blend the sacred and secular as well as the classical and con-
temporary. This movement has elements of hymnody, American folk, 
and gospel music.  



Order of Worship 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      Bread of Heaven     William Cooper  

Welcome and Announcements  

Opening Question: When was the last time you did something new? 

Introit   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chime Choir 

Call to Worship 

Hymn*                        Begin Again                                 Conrad Kocher 

(lyrics for “Begin Again” on following page) 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Group 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry invites knitters and crocheters of all skill levels 
to join us as we create shawls and hats to give comfort and warmth to 
those who are experiencing loss or illness and to celebrate joys and new 
beginnings. We gather on the Second Wednesday of each month from 
3:00pm until 4:30pm in person in Meeting Room 1 or via Zoom. We have 
patterns and yarn to share and an abundance of experience as we help 
each other secure a dropped stitch or navigate a tricky pattern. We 
choose yarn that is washable and dryable for easy care but has a nice 
“hand” for the enjoyment of the knitter or crocheter. Questions? Email 
Ellen Buxton at twinsnanahot@gmail.com The next meeting is on March 
8th, from 3PM-4:30PM.  

Volunteers for Sophia Way Lunches 
If you haven’t provided lunch for the women staying at the Sophia Way 
shelter, the opportunity to do so still exists. If you would like to cook but 
are unable to deliver the meal, we can help with that! Please call Janet 
Olin if you are having trouble navigating Sign Up Genius or you need 
help delivering the meal. Our assigned day is the fourth Wednesday of 
the month, and we will be using Sign Up Genius for volunteers to sign 
up. Please deliver the lunch meal to Sophia’s Place between 10:30 and 
11:00am and provide enough food for 30 women. One family can 
provide the entire meal or two families can collaborate to provide the 
meal. The lunch can be as simple as sandwiches, bagged salads, fruit and 
dessert or something more robust. 
 **To volunteer to donate a lunch meal please go to Sign Up Genius 
at https://tinyurl.com/sophiawaylunch2 
For questions and concerns please email, text or call Janet Olin at 425-
269-4396 or olinjp@gmail.com. 
  

Postlude Recital 
On Sunday March 12, pianist Sam Bent will present a postlude recital in 
the sanctuary. It will start about 15 minutes after the conclusion of 
worship, and last for about 30 minutes. He will be playing Beethoven's 
"Waldstein" sonata, Sonata #21 in C Major, op. 53. The performance will 
be livestreamed over Youtube/Facebook. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovery Choir God Our Maker, Give Us Peace                 Christopherson  

Sacrament of Communion 

 

 
Pastoral Prayer                    Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 
 

All are welcome at this communion table. You’re invited forward to receive the 
elements, and please return to your seat to eat and drink. Please alert an 

usher if you would like to be served in your seat. 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 

 

Announcements 
 
Lenten Series: Seeking 
We are beginning the season of Lent in the church, and will be delving 
deeper into a series on Seeking: honest questions for deeper faith. Each 
week will be focused on a question and a scripture exploring faith, doubt 
and wondering. If you are interested in delving deeper, we also have 
reflection booklets for the season with devotionals, poetry and art. 
Booklets are available in person at worship, through an online reader 
format at https://tinyurl.com/lentereader, or contact us at the church 
office and we can mail a copy. In our social media pages of Facebook and 
Instagram, there will also be ongoing opportunities to reflect together. 
We look forward to the chance this season to reflect together and hold 
the questions in our hearts. 

Love in Nametags 
Starting today, we have pronoun stickers you can add to your name tag. 
This is a way that we can help folks support and celebrate all gender 
identities and expressions. You can add your pronouns to your nametag, 
and we will have options of he/him, she/her, they/them, and a handy 
label maker on hand to be sure that we have options that are affirming to 
all. By including your pronouns on your name tag, you help folks get to 
know you and also helps communicate values and welcome. By using 
someone else’s pronouns, you are helping to show respect for who they 
are as God’s beloved children.  Don't have a FCCB nametag? Fill out the 
form below with your information, and we will order you one! Please 
note that the magnetic backed tags are not compatible with Pacemakers. 
The three options for pin backings are: Magnetic, Swivel Clip, and Pin.  
Link to form: https://tinyurl.com/FCCBnametag 

Monday Night Book Group 
Interested in reading books with others? The Monday night book club 
meets monthly over zoom for conversation and connection. The March 
book selection of  Lucy by the Sea by Elizabeth Strout , and we look  
forward to planning out our next few reads. For more information, email 
Julie Dreher at julesdreher@gmail.com The next meeting is on March 
13th, at 7PM.  

https://tinyurl.com/lentereader
https://tinyurl.com/FCCBnametag
mailto:julesdreher@gmail.com


Prayer Response There is a longing in our Hearts                Anne Quigley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture                                                                                   John 3: 1-17  

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended 
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son 
of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.
    

Anthem                     All Of Us                         Craig Hella Johnson  

Sermon                  Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Time of Reflection    

 

 

Hymn #417*          This Is a Day of New Beginnings  

Benediction 

Choral Response  

Postlude         Holy Manna                    arr. Wilbur Held  

Following Worship 
 

Congregational Meeting/New Members/Staffing Task Force  
Join us for a short congregational meeting for a vote on the 2023 budget. 
Following the meeting those who are in person are invited to stay for 
either a new member meeting in Meeting Room 1 or a tabling meeting in 
the Atrium as we have an opportunity for conversation with the Staffing 
Task Force.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request, or to give an offering.  


