
 

Order of Worship 
March 19, 2023 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 
Lector: Susan O’Neil  
Organist: Laura Ouimette 
Choir Director: Heidi Wyllis Blythe  
Bell Choir Director: Will Halsey  
 
About Today’s Music  
“May the Words of My Mouth” is a lyrical Dorian/minor setting of Psalms 19:14, 
written in 2014 by Sarah Riskind (b.1987), for baritone solo with choir and piano. 
Riskind, previously based in Seattle and Boston, is now the Music Director of the Ba-
roque Artists of Champaign-Urbana, and the Director of Choral Activities/Assistant 
Professor of Music at Eureka College. She has also been a long-time faculty member 
and choral director at the Walden School Young Musicians (summer) Program in New 
Hampshire for creative musicians ages 9-18. She specializes in Renaissance polypho-
ny, Sephardic music, musicianship training and choral improvisation, and plays the 
Irish fiddle and classical violin. 
 
Spencer LaJoye is a folk/pop singer songwriter, violinist and vocal loop artist in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts who “makes music to tell the truth and return to their body as a 
queer person in recovery from American Christian evangelicalism.” They deliver 
Broadway-esque melodies with performances of equal parts confident quirk and ele-
gant storytelling. “The Land of the Seeking” is to them a “magical place which you can 
only get to via the shadow of your doubts...the point where you’re so lost you just 
keep going instead of turning around...an entire welcoming land for us when we feel 
place-less and questioning and confused.” LaJoye was inspired by Nicodemus coming 
to Jesus under cover of night, positing that the ‘scary’ thing (nighttime, darkness, un-
known) is actually a comfort for a questioning person, with another inspiration being 
“the idea of there being an abundance of grace beyond the bottom of the well.”  

 

Cover art: “Son, Rise” by T. Denise Anderson  
Inspired by John 9:1-7, Oil on canvas 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. While the 
congregation is mostly not on camera, if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed please sit in the balcony or back two 
rows of the sanctuary. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 



Order of Worship 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                       A New Commandment         David Blackwell  

Welcome and Announcements  

Opening Question: What is a question you wish someone would ask you?                   
  OR   Where in your life do you need healing? 

Introit   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Worship       Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Hymn*                       We Come With Questions     
Text: Anna Strickland               Music: Erneusten Gesangbuch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity for Feedback for Staffing Task Force 
The Staffing Task Force is beginning its work of assessing staffing needs 
for our church over the next few years and beyond.  We are requesting 
feedback from you to better identify how we collectively understand the 
current roles of the church staff, and how we envision the needs of the 
church being fulfilled in the future. These conversations are a first step 
to developing recommendations for the congregation to consider at the 
spring meeting. You are invited to fill out a paper copy at church, or 
online through the following link by March 19.  

https://tinyurl.com/fccbstaffingconversation 

 
Spring Special Offering 

This year's spring special offering benefits One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS), Medical Teams International, and Hopelink.  

• One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission offering 

of the United Church of Christ that supports disaster, refugee/
immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a 
disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or 
extreme poverty, the UCC uses partnerships with a worldwide network of 
organizations and churches to support relief and recovery at the right 
place and the right time.  

• Medical Teams International brings basic but lifesaving medical 

care to people devastated by crisis. Their focuses are on refugee medical 
care, maternal and child health, disaster relief, and a mobile dental 
program. 

• Hopelink serves homeless and low-income families, children, seniors 

and people with disabilities in King and Snohomish counties, providing 
stability and helping people gain the skills and knowledge to exit poverty.  

To contribute, please mail or deliver a cash/check donation to our office 
with the note "Spring Special Offering", or use the following link to 
donate online: 

 https://tinyurl.com/fccbspringspecial 

 

https://tinyurl.com/fccbspringspecial


 

 

 

 

New Member Biographies 

Dennis and Susan Calhoun 
Dennis & Susan Calhoun relocated to 
Issaquah in May of 2022 from 
Marblehead, Massachusetts. Dennis is a 
retired UCC clergyman who served 
congregations in New England for 35 
years. Susan is a retired college nursing 
school professor. They moved to the 
Seattle area to be near their two adult 
daughters and their families. They have 
two adorable grandchildren they'll be 
happy to tell you about! Dennis loves 
cooking, poetry and is an avid hiker. Susan loves reading and 
volunteering; she is active in an on-going volunteer-based community 
health care initiative in the Dominican Republic. They both love to travel 
now that they have more time for it!   

Joey Detterbeck 

I am a babysitter and a dog/cat/horse 
sitter to earn a little extra money and on 
disability. I love books, puzzles, camping 
and hiking, singing and swimming. I am a 
special Olympic athlete I compete in 
swimming. Butterfly is my favorite swim. 
Needed to find a safe accepting church 
environment.  

Cindy Cornelius 
My name is Cindy and I moved to Bothell a year ago after retiring. I am a 
widow. I love spending time with all my 3 sons and their families. Two live 
quite far away - in the Dallas area and in Brooklyn. I visited several 
churches before finding  First Congregational. I love the music, the 
preaching, and the friendliness of the congregation. 

Janice Barnes 
I moved here from Miami, where I belonged to the Coral Gables 
Congregational Church. I have been looking for a church home.  

Margaret Van Swelm 



Scripture        John 9: 1-10 

“As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said 
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 
and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 
he.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?”  

Time with Children 
 
Bell Choir Nocturne No. 2                                   Michael Helman 

  

New Member Welcome  

Introductions 

Questions 

Congregational Affirmation 

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 
labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love 
and be witnesses of New Life.  

 

Anthem  May the Words of My Mouth                       Sarah Riskind  

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 

Scripture        John 9: 24-26 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man 
is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said 
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  

Reflection                    Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Anthem                      Land of the Seeking        Spencer LaJoye  

Pastoral Prayer                    Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Time of Reflection 

 

 

Hymn #547*              Amazing Grace 

Benediction 

Choral Response  

Postlude     Gospel Fancy on He Knows Just How Much We Can Bear 
              Phyliss Hall  

 

Announcements 

Faith Formation Potluck 
Faith Formation Families, volunteers, and friends are invited to stay after 
church on Sunday , March 19th for lunch and games 11:00-1:00. Please 
contact Diana Agte with questions at Diana@fccbellevue.org 
 

Mom's Night Out 

Faith Formation, Youth and Nursery moms and friends are invited to a 
mom’s night out. Join us on the evening of Thursday, March 30th. 
Location will be determined. Please contact Diana Agte with questions at 
Diana@fccbellevue.org. 

 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request, or to give an offering.  


