
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 
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2022 Advent Event Calendar  

 
December 11 

 10AM Worship Service; Postlude Recital in the 
 Sanctuary featuring our children and youth immediately 
 following worship service. For more details, contact 
 Nancy Bent (nancybent@comcast.net) 

December 15 
 7PM Thursday Blue Christmas Service in Sanctuary , 
 designed with the intention of being in community with 
 those who grieve or struggle in any way during the 
 Season of Christmas.  

December 18 
 10AM Worship Service  

December 24: 
• 4:30 pm Intergenerational Candlelight Service: 

Christmas designed to invite all generations into the 
wonder of Christ’s birth. 

• 10 pm Candlelight Service: Lessons and carols featuring 
bells, choir and special music with candlelight. 

December 25 
 10AM Virtual Service of Carols and Stories (Online Only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Worship 

 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming                Mark Hayes  

Welcome and Announcements    

Opening Question          Where is a place you have used your creative  

       imagination recently? 

Music of Approach 

Call to Worship 

Opening Litany 

 Leader:  God of new possibilities, we listen for your whisper of  
    peace in the world.  

 People: In the flickers of new understanding. 

 Leader: In the courage of hard conversations. 

 People: In the potential that we can create something new. 

 Leader: Help us to listen in the night.  

 All: To hear the words of promise, to be not afraid. Amen.  
 

Hymn #116*     O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

Communion  Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

All are welcome at this communion table. You’re invited forward to receive the 
elements, and please return to your seat to eat and drink. Please alert an 

usher if you would like to be served in your seat. 

 
 
Postlude Recital 
The Postlude Recital by our children and youth will take place on December 
11th, immediately following worship. Mark this joyful and entertaining event on 
your calendars! Children and youth: We welcome all of you to participate in the 
Dec. 11 recital. Do you sing, play an instrument, tell jokes, dance, recite poems, 
or something else? Please contact Nancy Bent (nancybent@comcast.net) soon 
to let her know what you'd like to share. 

Calling for 2023 Pledges 
As of Pie Share Sunday we have 92 pledges and a total of $334k for our church’s 
2023 budget. We are hoping everyone who has pledged before, and maybe a 
few more, are willing to make a pledge soon and help us match our pre-Covid 
numbers of $460,000. You can deliver your pledge card by mail, directly to the 
front office, or online through this link: www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023. Thank 
you for your generous support of our church and its mission in the community. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed  
Parish Life is looking for one to two volunteers to help once a month with 
church coffee hour. No experience is necessary and training will be provided. 
With our current volunteers we cannot continue to hold coffee hour every 
Sunday. If you are interested in finding out more about this opportunity to help 
the church, please contact Darryn Quincey (dq98106@comcast.net) or Judy 
Hannah (judy.judithann@gmail.com). Thank you for your consideration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 

mailto:nancybent@comcast.net
http://www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023


 

Pastoral Prayer 

Sung Response                Be Not Afraid      Stephen O'Bent  

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture                                                                                          Luke 1: 5-24 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
 Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
 was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
 with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
 pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
 her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
 God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
 and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
 the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
 throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
 forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
 angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to 
 her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
 Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
 be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
 Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
 sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
 impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
 the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
 departed from her.  

 

Anthem                             Mary                  Amy Tate Williams 

Sermon                     Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

 
Announcements 

 

December Special Offering 
The Outreach committee invites you to donate to our December Special 
Offering, benefitting the following recipients: 
Lifewire: Since 1982, Lifewire has worked in east and north King County to help 
adults, children, and youth who have been impacted by domestic violence build 
safer and healthier lives. They provide survivor-driven, trauma-informed 
services, including survivor-driven advocacy, mental health therapy, legal 
advocacy, shelter, and housing.  
The Sophia Way: The mission of The Sophia Way is to help end homelessness in 
East King County by providing overnight shelter, support services, education, 
and subsidized housing to single adult homeless women as they transition from 
homelessness to permanent housing and an independent, stable life. 
International Rescue Committee: IRC responds to humanitarian crises and helps 
people whose lives are impacted by conflict and disaster to survive, recover and 
gain control of their future. In more than 40 countries and over 20 U.S. cities, 
they provide clean water, shelter, health care, education and empowerment 
support to refugees and displaced people. 

 
Parish Visitor 

First Congregational Church Bellevue is searching for a part time Parish Visitor, 
for an initial term of 1 year. We are an open and affirming congregation that 
values all people as they are and as they express their gender and sexuality, 
committed to the work of peace and justice in our world. We are seeking 
someone who can work with us on a part-time basis to make visits on behalf of 
the congregation to those who are limited mobility members and elders. This 
role will help manage the care needs of the congregation for congregants in 
crisis, grief or transition including communications with pastoral staff and prayer 
lists. Successful candidates would possess pastoral care skills including 
compassion, appropriate boundaries, sensitivity and teamwork, with experience 
at a progressive Christian church . Salary range for 15-20 hours a week at $27 to 
$30 per hour DOE. Resume and cover letter may be sent 
to jobs@fccbellevue.org. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are core values of First 
Congregational Church of Bellevue, as reflected in our mission statement. We’re 
committed to attracting and retaining a diverse staff and building an 
environment where cultural diversity is celebrated and valued. We strongly 
encourage people from disempowered communities to apply. 

mailto:jobs@fccbellevue.org


 

Time of Reflection 

 

 

Hymn #127*           Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  

Benediction 

Postlude        Gabriel's Trumpet                                                        Ashdown  

 

Nativity Pageant and Advent Festival 
Immediately following worship, the congregation is invited to stay seated and 
enjoy our annual spontaneous Nativity Pageant, presented by our youth! The 
Advent Festival will begin in the atrium following the Pageant, where you are 
invited to join in crafting at our craft tables, and enjoy some soup and bread!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Lector: Susan O’Neil 
Advent Candles: Dannemiller Family 
Organist: Laura Ouimette   
Musicians: Nancy Bent, Sam Bent  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
 
About Today’s Music  
Today’s anthem is “Mary,” written in 1998 by Bowling Green, Kentucky 
native Amy Tate Williams (b.1964). Pianist, soloist, vocal coach, choral 
director, educator and composer, Williams has been serving as Worship 
Leader for the Riverside Fellowship Church in Nashville, Tennessee since 
2021, also serving as pianist for the Forest Hills Baptist Church. She has 
also been Chorus Master and Accompanist for more than 84 productions 
of the Nashville Opera, coach and accompanist for numerous regional 
opera companies, Opera Director for the Tennessee Governor’s School 
for the Arts and a founder of Randamwill Music, which promotes her 
published compositions of sacred choral, vocal and piano music. “Mary” 
is a beautiful setting of the Annunciation text found in the first chapter of 
the gospel of Luke, with the angel Gabriel’s prophetic announcement to 
Mary of the coming birth of her son.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  


