
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
December 18, 2022 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. While the 
congregation is mostly not on camera, if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed please sit in the balcony or back two 
rows of the sanctuary. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Order of Worship 

 

* Indicates please stand as you are able 

Prelude                      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear      arr. David Haney  

Welcome and Announcements    

Opening Question          What is a time or place that inspired awe for you? 

Music of Approach 

Call to Worship 

Opening Litany 

 Leader:  God of all compassion, we witness for whispers of love in  
    the world.  

 People: In the feelings of warmth and connection. 

 Leader: In acts of support, courage and care. 

 People: In the love that binds us across difference.  

 Leader: Help us to listen in the night.  

 All: To hear the words of promise, to be not afraid. Amen.  

 

Hymn #126*   Angels, from the Realms of Glory  

Time with Children  

Anthem                         In the Bleak Midwinter                                    arr. Jay Rouse  

 

 
 

Christmas Service Schedule 

 

• Christmas Eve 
 All are welcome for our two Christmas Eve Candlelight 
 Services! We will be holding our Intergenerational 
 Candlelight Service at 4:30 pm, designed to invite all 
 generations into the wonder of  Christ’s birth.  
 Our Evening Candlelight Service will take place at 10 pm, 
 and will include lessons and carols featuring bells, choir, 
 and special music with candlelight.  
 

• Christmas Day 
 On Christmas day, we will be celebrating with a virtual 
 Service of Carols and Stories, premiering at 10AM. This is 
 an online only service, and will be livestreamed on our 
 Facebook page and Youtube Channel.  
 

• New Years Day 
 Join us for the first Sunday of the New Year for in-person 
 worship on January 1st, 2023.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 



 

Scripture                                                                                           Luke 2: 8-15 

 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
 keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord 
 stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
 and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
 afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
 people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
 the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
 child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
 suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
 host, praising God and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
 shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
 see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
 known to us.” 

 

Anthem                          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing               arr. Mack Wilberg  

Sermon                     Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Time of Reflection 

Hymn #125*                Angels We Have Heard on High  

Benediction 

Benediction Response 

Postlude             Choirs of Angels                                                arr. David Haney 

  

 
Service of Blessing / Post Service Potluck 
Mark your calendars as we will be celebrating with Pastor Patty on 
Sunday January 8th within the church service and after the church service 
with a  potluck. Dig out your favorite chili / cornbread recipes and cook 
up a batch to share with the congregation as we honor Pastor Patty. 
Pastor Patty will be retiring in January and we are seeking congregation 
input for a presentation that we are compiling. We have an open call for 
stories, memories and/or video clips of appreciation for Pastor Patty for 
all the work she has provided. Please send any content to Brian 
Thorngate (1tgate20@gmail.com) or Jake Escobar 
(jake@fccbellevue.org). Finally, if anyone would like to contribute 
towards a cash (non tax deductible) retirement gift, please provide 
checks to the church office, with Patty Retirement Gift in the memo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  

mailto:1tgate20@gmail.com
mailto:jake@fccbellevue.org


Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Lector: Susan O'Neil  
Organist: Laura Ouimette   
Musicians: Kay Hollingsworth, Kathleen Dow, David Haney  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
 
About Today’s Music  
“In the Bleak Midwinter” with lyrics by Christina Rossetti (1830-1996), 
was published as “A Christmas Carol” in the January 1872 issue of 
Scribner’s Monthly, after the editor had met Rossetti and asked her to 
write a Christmas poem for his magazine. She was born in London, the 
daughter of an Italian Dante scholar and tutor of Italian at King’s College. 
Twelve years after her death, her poem was set to music by Gustav Holst 
for the 1906 edition of The English Hymnal, accompanied by the simple 
yet poignant tune CRANHAM. The first verse describes the physical 
circumstances of the incarnation in Bethlehem, while the second verse 
contrasts Christ’s first and second coming, before returning to the 
nativity scene. Our arrangement is from Jay Rouse, Edmonds, Oklahoma 
composer, keyboard artist and arranger, and Artist in Residence at 
Crossings Community Church in Oklahoma City. “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing” first appeared in 1739 as “Hymn for a Christmas Day” in the 
collection Hymns and Sacred Poems, with the original opening couplet as 
“Hark! How all the welkin rings/Glory to the King of Kings.” Charles 
Wesley wrote the original version, and his fellow founding minister of 
Methodism, George Whitefield, changed that opening to the now familiar 
one. Wesley had requested and received slow and solemn music for his 
lyrics, but in 1840 Felix Mendelssohn composed a cantata, “Vaterland in 
deinen Gauen” (Fatherland, in your districts) to commemorate Johann 
Gutenberg’s invention of movable type printing, and it is music from this 
cantata, adapted by the English musician William H. Cummings to fit 
Whitefield’s lyrics, that replaced the original tune. The arrangement we 
are singing today, which opens with a gorgeous organ fanfare, is by Mack 
Wilberg (b.1955), who has been Music Director of the Tabernacle Choir 
since 2008 and is a former professor of music at Brigham Young 
University.  
 
 

Announcements 
 

December Special Offering 
The Outreach committee invites you to donate to our December Special 
Offering, benefitting the following recipients: 
Lifewire: Since 1982, Lifewire has worked in east and north King County 
to help adults, children, and youth who have been impacted by domestic 
violence build safer and healthier lives. They provide survivor-driven, 
trauma-informed services, including survivor-driven advocacy, mental 
health therapy, legal advocacy, shelter, and housing.  
The Sophia Way: The mission of The Sophia Way is to help end 
homelessness in East King County by providing overnight shelter, support 
services, education, and subsidized housing to single adult homeless 
women as they transition from homelessness to permanent housing and 
an independent, stable life. 
International Rescue Committee: IRC responds to humanitarian crises 
and helps people whose lives are impacted by conflict and disaster to 
survive, recover and gain control of their future. In more than 40 
countries and over 20 U.S. cities, they provide clean water, shelter, 
health care, education and empowerment support to refugees and 
displaced people. 

 
Calling for 2023 Pledges 
As of December 9th we have 106 pledges and a total of $371k for our 
church’s 2023 budget. We are hoping everyone who has pledged before, 
and maybe a few more, are willing to make a pledge soon and help us 
match our pre-Covid numbers of $460,000. You can deliver your pledge 
card by mail, directly to the front office, or online through this link: 
www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023. Thank you for your generous support 
of our church and its mission in the community. 

 

 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023

