
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
December 11, 2022 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

 
Advent Events 

 
December 15 

 7PM Thursday Blue Christmas Service in Sanctuary , 
 designed with the intention of being in community with 
 those who grieve or struggle in any way during the 
 Season of Christmas.  

December 18 
 10AM Worship Service  

December 24:  
• 4:30 pm Intergenerational Candlelight Service: 

Christmas designed to invite all generations into the 
wonder of Christ’s birth. 

• 10 pm Candlelight Service: Lessons and carols featuring 
bells, choir and special music with candlelight. 

December 25 
 10AM Virtual Service of Carols and Stories (Online Only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Worship 

 

* Indicates please stand as you are able 

Prelude                      I Wonder as I Wander                                 arr. Craig Curry  

Welcome and Announcements    

Opening Question          Where did you find joy in the last week? 

Song of Approach 

Call to Worship 

Opening Litany 

 Leader:  God of promise, we are grateful for your joy in the world.  

 People: In the moments of beauty we witness. 

 Leader: In the possibility for new beginnings. 

 People: In your presence with us, come what may.  

 Leader: Help us to listen in the night.  

 All: To hear the words of promise, to be not afraid. Amen.  
 

Hymn #105*     Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear  

Scripture                                                                                 Matthew 1: 18-25 

 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
 Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
 together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
 Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 
 did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
 divorce her quietly. 

 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
Calling for 2023 Pledges 
As of Pie Share Sunday we have 92 pledges and a total of $334k for our church’s 
2023 budget. We are hoping everyone who has pledged before, and maybe a 
few more, are willing to make a pledge soon and help us match our pre-Covid 
numbers of $460,000. You can deliver your pledge card by mail, directly to the 
front office, or online through this link: www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023. Thank 
you for your generous support of our church and its mission in the community. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed  
Parish Life is looking for one to two volunteers to help once a month with 
church coffee hour. No experience is necessary and training will be provided. 
With our current volunteers we cannot continue to hold coffee hour every 
Sunday. If you are interested in finding out more about this opportunity to help 
the church, please contact Darryn Quincey (dq98106@comcast.net) or Judy 
Hannah (judy.judithann@gmail.com). Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Blue Christmas Service 
All are welcome for our Blue Christmas Service on December 15th at 7pm. The 
service will be held in the Sanctuary and privately livestreamed over a Zoom 
meeting (info below), designed with the intention of being in community with 
those who grieve or struggle in any way during the Season of Christmas.  
 
For those looking to join online, our Zoom Meeting ID is: 838 2691 6272 
A direct link to join will also be available on our website at the following link:  
https://fccbellevue.org/advent-events-2022/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023


 

 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
 him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
 take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
 from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
 give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
 their sins.” 

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
 prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
 will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
 commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 
 consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he 
 gave him the name Jesus. 

 

Discovery Choir 

Time with Children  

Anthem                         O Joseph, Awaken, Let Go of Your Fear        Bex Gaunt  

Reflection                            Rev. Patty Ebner 

Bell Choir   Pat-a-Pan        arr. Matthew Compton 

Reflection                     Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Choral Anthem             Deep Peace (A Christmas Prayer)    Ruth Elaine Schram  

 
Announcements 

 

December Special Offering 
The Outreach committee invites you to donate to our December Special 
Offering, benefitting the following recipients: 
Lifewire: Since 1982, Lifewire has worked in east and north King County to help 
adults, children, and youth who have been impacted by domestic violence build 
safer and healthier lives. They provide survivor-driven, trauma-informed 
services, including survivor-driven advocacy, mental health therapy, legal 
advocacy, shelter, and housing.  
The Sophia Way: The mission of The Sophia Way is to help end homelessness in 
East King County by providing overnight shelter, support services, education, 
and subsidized housing to single adult homeless women as they transition from 
homelessness to permanent housing and an independent, stable life. 
International Rescue Committee: IRC responds to humanitarian crises and helps 
people whose lives are impacted by conflict and disaster to survive, recover and 
gain control of their future. In more than 40 countries and over 20 U.S. cities, 
they provide clean water, shelter, health care, education and empowerment 
support to refugees and displaced people. 

 
TSW Holiday Gifting Program 
The Outreach committee invites you to once again participate in The Sophia 
Way's Holiday Gifting Program, to help make the holidays special for women at 
their shelters. There are two ways to participate: 
1: Purchase the following items to be added to gift bags: headphones (around a 
$10 value), adult coloring books, colored pencils, pajama sets, robes, make-up. 
These can be ordered from an Amazon wishlist, and the items will be sent 
straight to The Sophia Way. 
2: Purchase $10, $20, or $30 gift cards to Fred Meyer/QFC, Target, Amazon, 
Safeway/Albertsons, or Walmart. Gift cards can be mailed to The Sophia Way, 
1100 Bellevue Way NE, #8A-110, Bellevue, WA 98004. 
If you prefer dropping gift bag items or gift cards directly at the donation center, 
please reach out to Kathryn Blackley for information on where and when to do 
that. The Sophia Way would like to receive all donations for this effort by Dec. 
15th, so there is time for them to be distributed. Thank you for making the 
holidays a bit more joyful for some of our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness! Questions? Contact: Kathryn Blackley at keblackley@gmail.com 

 

 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 



 

Pastoral Prayer 

Time of Reflection 

 

 

Hymn #131*           It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Benediction 

Benediction Response 

Postlude          Personent Hodie                      arr. Rebecca Groom Te Velde  

 

Postlude Recital 
Following worship, the congregation is invited to return to the sanctuary and 
enjoy our annual Postlude Recital by our children and youth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Lector: Wendy Rothschild 
Advent Candles: Schuette Family 
Organist: Laura Ouimette   
Musicians: Nonda Trimis, Autumn Bystrom, Kathryn Blackley 
Bell Choir Director: Will Halsey  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
 
About Today’s Music  
Our service today includes “O Joseph Awaken, Let Go of Your 
Fear,” (2020) with text by Chris Shelton (b.1978) and music (GARCEAU) 
by Bex Gaunt (b.1988). In this anthem an angel appears to Joseph in a 
dream, asking that he accept a subordinate role, essentially as a sidekick 
to a woman. God needed a vessel—a body—and Mary’s provided the 
place to begin for “a Sovereign of Heaven in infantile disguise.” Joseph’s 
only task is to support her, and remarkably, he agrees. As Shelton puts it, 
“It must have been quite a dream!” The author grew up in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, and is now pastor of the Broadway Presbyterian Church in New 
York City, as well as a trained vocalist, writer, and composer. He recently 
published a collection of 50 hymn texts, “Sing No Empty Alleluias.” Bex 
Gaunt is the Director of Contemporary and World Liturgical Music at the 
Basilica of St. Mary in St. Paul, Minnesota and she is also an award-
winning performer, composer and conductor. The anthem “Deep Peace” 
with music by Ruth Elaine Schram and words adapted from an ancient 
Gaelic prayer for peace, is an ardent and expressive setting of a prayer for 
the peace that passes human understanding—the deep peace that is felt 
in the flowing air, heard in angels’ song and seen in the Prince of Peace. 
Schram (b.1956) who resides in Birmingham, Alabama, has been a full-
time composer and arranger since 1992.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  


