
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
November 6, 2022 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

Announcements 

 
Invitation to Pledge - Spirit Sunday 

We've called it Spirit Sunday as the official end of the pledge drive, about two 
months before the end of the year. This gives our church council a chance to 
plan next year's budget. We hope for as many 2023 pledges as possible be 
turned in by then. God has asked us to be prayerful about pledging, and, of 
course, be generous in the face of rising prices. We are already over half way 
to last year's total and can hope to be 90% of the way there after Sunday the 
6th. We ask many to turn in pledge cards in the baskets up front or using the 

online link: www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023 

Of course, it's actually never too late nor too early to be generous, and you 
may still turn in a pledge after the pledge drive is over! 

 

Congregations for the Homeless in November 

Our church is providing shelter and food for the men of Congregations for 
the Homeless during the month of November. Volunteers are needed each 
day to come and serve dinners, to make sandwiches for lunches, and to 
socialize with the men during meals. Currently, we have no signups for the 
following days: Saturday, 11/5 thru Tuesday, 11/8; Friday, 11/11; Tuesday, 
11/15 and Wednesday, 11/16; Friday, 11/18; Sunday, 11/27 thru Tuesday, 
11/29.  
 
If you would like to make lunch sandwiches (primary need), serve dinners or 
otherwise help with this ministry, please sign up with the following 
link: www.tinyurl.com/cfhfccbvolunteer  

If you are unable to sign up electronically and want to volunteer your time, 
please contact Ben Spurgeon at benandsusanspurgeon@gmail.com, or at  
(425-657-0400)  
 
This year, FCCB will be also providing the Thanksgiving meal. If you can  
provide a side dish in advance of the meal (drop off at the church) or help to 
serve the meal (target time of 5 PM), please contact Ben Spurgeon.  
 
Per CFH and FCCB protocol, volunteers are asked to wear masks when not 
eating or drinking.  

http://www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023
http://www.tinyurl.com/cfhfccbvolunteer


 

Order of Worship 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                  And With His Stripes We Are Healed   G. F. Handel, arr.  

                David Haney  

Welcome    

Introit 

Call to Worship 

Hymn #332*  As We Gather At Your Table   

Communion 

Pastoral Prayer              Rev. Patty Ebner 

Scripture                                                                     Esther 1 and 2; Selected Verses 

 This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the same Ahasuerus who 
 ruled over one hundred twenty-seven provinces from India to 
 Cush. In those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne 
 in the citadel of Susa, in the third year of his reign, he gave a 
 banquet for all his officials and ministers. 

 When these days were completed, the king gave for all the people 
 present in the citadel of Susa, both great and small, a banquet 
 lasting for seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s 
 palace. Furthermore, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women 
 in the palace of King Ahasuerus. 

 

All are welcome at this communion table. You’re invited forward to receive the 
elements, and please return to your seat to eat and drink. Please alert an 

usher if you would like to be served in your seat. 

 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 



  

  

 On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he 
 commanded the seven eunuchs who attended him, to bring Queen 
 Vashti before the king wearing the royal crown, in order to show 
 the peoples and the officials her beauty, for she was fair to behold. 
 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command 
 conveyed by the eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his 
 anger burned within him. 

 Now there was a Jew in the citadel of Susa whose name was 
 Mordecai. He had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his cousin, 
 for she had neither father nor mother; the young woman was 
 fair and beautiful, and when her father and her mother died, 
 Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter. When the king’s order 
 and his edict were proclaimed and when many young women 
 were gathered in the citadel of Susa in custody of Hegai, Esther 
 was taken into the king’s palace and put in custody of Hegai, who 
 had charge of the women. The young woman pleased him and 
 won his favor, and he quickly provided her with her cosmetic 
 treatments and her portion of food and with seven  chosen maids 
 from the king’s palace, and he advanced her and her maids to the 
 best place in the harem. 

 Esther did not reveal her people or kindred, for Mordecai had 
 charged her not to tell. When the turn came for Esther daughter of 
 Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had adopted her as his own 
 daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what 
 Hegai the king’s eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. 
 Now Esther was admired by all who saw her. The king loved Esther 
 more than all the other women; of all the virgins she won his favor 
 and devotion, so that he set the royal crown on her head and 
 made her queen instead of Vashti. Then the king gave a great 
 banquet to all  his officials and ministers: “Esther’s banquet.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 

Anthem                    Panis Angelicus                                            César Franck       

Sermon           Rev. Patty Ebner 

Time of Reflection         

 

 

 

 

Hymn                    For Everyone Born        

Benediction 

Postlude                    And the Glory of the Lord    G. F. Handel, arr. David Haney  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Patty Ebner 
Lector: Teresa Fair-Field 
Organist: Laura Ouimette  
Musicians: Kathleen Dow, Kay Hollingsworth, David Haney, Virginia 
Daugherty  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent  
 
About Today’s Music  
César Franck (1822-1890), born in Liege (Netherlands, now Belgium), was 
a pre-eminent organist, composer and professor, known for creating 
work with emotional engagement, technical density and thematic 
significance. He was beloved by his students as "a man of utmost 
humility, simplicity, reverence and industry.” He was second only to J. S. 
Bach as the most important organ composer in France, and is also known 
for his massive Symphony in D minor. His ability for sight-reading was 
legendary, once transposing a fugue a third lower on sight; and he had 
remarkably large hands, which created problems for mere mortals who 
couldn’t reach the chords he wrote. This week’s anthem, “Panis 
Angelicus,” (1872), is the second-to-last section of the hymn “Sacris 
solemniis” written by St. Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century. Latin for 
“the bread of angels,” it is a celebration of the transubstantiation, the 
miraculous process by which the body and blood of Christ become the 
bread and wine of communion. The melody exaggerates and accentuates 
some of the words in the text such as “pauper, servus et humilis” (poor, 
humble servant). Recorded hundreds of times, this may be Franck’s most 
remembered work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  

Please keep distanced from others as you do this. 


