
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
November 27, 2022 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

 

2022 Advent Event Calendar  
 

December 4 
 10AM Worship Service; Advent Festival—Children and 
 youth are invited to prepare an impromptu Nativity 
 Pageant which will be presented immediately following 
 worship. Afterwards, all are invited to an Advent Festival 
 of crafts and preparation for the Advent Season. 

December 11 
 10AM Worship Service; Postlude Recital in the 
 Sanctuary featuring our children and youth immediately 
 following worship service. For more details, contact 
 Nancy Bent (nancybent@comcast.net) 

December 15 
 7PM Thursday Blue Christmas Service in Sanctuary , 
 designed with the intention of being in community with 
 those who grieve or struggle in any way during the 
 Season of Christmas.  

December 18 
 10AM Worship Service  

December 24: 
• 4:30 pm Intergenerational Candlelight Service: 

Christmas designed to invite all generations into the 
wonder of Christ’s birth. 

• 10 pm Candlelight Service: Lessons and carols featuring 
bells, choir and special music with candlelight. 

December 25 
 10AM Virtual Service of Carols and Stories (Online Only) 

 



Order of Worship 

 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      Four Christmas Duets                                  Traditional  

Welcome    

Opening Question          What is a fear that you need to face these days? 

Music of Approach 

Call to Worship 

Opening Litany 

 Leader:  God of wonders, as we begin our Advent pilgrimage, give  
    us the courage to listen to your message to be not afraid.  
    Grant us the courage to hope. 

 People: Hope for your presence. 

 Leader: Hope for your peace. 

 People: Hope for your promise.  

 All: We hear the whispers in the night, to be not afraid. Amen.  
 

Hymn #103*     Watcher, Tell of Us of the Night  

Pastoral Prayer 

Sung Response                Be Not Afraid         Stephen O'Bent  

 

 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
 

Calling for 2023 Pledges 
As of Pie Share Sunday we have 92 pledges and a total of $334k for our church’s 
2023 budget. We are hoping everyone who has pledged before, and maybe a 
few more, are willing to make a pledge soon and help us match our pre-Covid 
numbers of $460,000. You can deliver your pledge card by mail, directly to the 
front office, or online through this link: www.tinyurl.com/pledgefor2023. Thank 
you for your generous support of our church and its mission in the community. 

Discovery Choir 
Discovery Choir rehearses every Sunday from 9:00 to 9:40am. Laura Ouimette 
leads chime playing and music education for 20 minutes downstairs in the Bell 
Choir room, followed by 20 minutes of singing led by Nancy Bent upstairs. 
Sometimes we need to switch the order because of Laura's work with the adult 
choir. The schedule will always be posted near the entrance. All children K-7 are 
welcome to join us for one or both musical parts! Contact Nancy with any 
questions (nancybent@comcast.net).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 
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mailto:nancybent@comcast.net


 
 

Scripture                                                                                          Luke 1: 5-24 

 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 
 Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife 
 was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
 Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living 
 blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations 
 of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was 
 barren, and both were getting on in years. 

 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his 
 section’s turn of duty,  he was chosen by lot, according to the 
 custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to 
 offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole 
 assembly of the people was praying outside.  Then there appeared 
 to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar 
 of incense.  When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear 
 overwhelmed him.  But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
 Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
 bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and 
 gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in 
 the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; 
 even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will 
 turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the 
 spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts 
 of parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
 the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know that this will 
 happen? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
 years.”  The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
 God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
 good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which 
 will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to 
 speak, until the day these things occur.” 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 

Parish Visitor 

First Congregational Church Bellevue is searching for a part time Parish Visitor, 
for an initial term of 1 year. We are an open and affirming congregation that 
values all people as they are and as they express their gender and sexuality, 
committed to the work of peace and justice in our world. We are seeking 
someone who can work with us on a part-time basis to make visits on behalf of 
the congregation to those who are limited mobility members and elders. This 
role will help manage the care needs of the congregation for congregants in 
crisis, grief or transition including communications with pastoral staff and prayer 
lists. Successful candidates would possess pastoral care skills including 
compassion, appropriate boundaries, sensitivity and teamwork, with experience 
at a progressive Christian church . Salary range for 15-20 hours a week at $27 to 
$30 per hour DOE. Resume and cover letter may be sent 
to jobs@fccbellevue.org. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are core values of First 
Congregational Church of Bellevue, as reflected in our mission statement. We’re 
committed to attracting and retaining a diverse staff and building an 
environment where cultural diversity is celebrated and valued. We strongly 
encourage people from disempowered communities to apply. 

Advent Festival and Nativity Pageant Potluck 
Please Join us on 12/4 for our annual spontaneous Nativity Pageant and Advent 
Festival! There will be crafting tables, food, and fun for all ages. All are welcome 
to bring a crockpot of soup, chili, or other shareable dish. We will be providing 
bread rolls and ask that crockpots are delivered by 9:30AM. For more info/
questions, contact Diana Agte at diana@fccbellevue.org. 

Postlude Recital 
The Postlude Recital by our children and youth will take place on December 
11th, immediately following worship. Mark this joyful and entertaining event on 
your calendars! Children and youth: We welcome all of you to participate in the 
Dec. 11 recital. Do you sing, play an instrument, tell jokes, dance, recite poems, 
or something else? Please contact Nancy Bent (nancybent@comcast.net) soon 
to let her know what you'd like to share. 
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 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering 
 at his delay in the sanctuary.  When he did come out, he was 
 unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a 
 vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained 
 unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he returned 
 to his home. After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for 
 five months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the 
 Lord has done for me in this time, when he looked favorably on me 
 and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

 

Anthem                    Glory to God in the Highest                                 G.B. Pergolesi  

Sermon                     Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Time of Reflection 

 

Hymn #101*           Comfort, Comfort O My People  

Benediction 

Postlude        Savior of the Nations, Come                                     Paul Manz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Organist: Nancy Bent  
Musicians: Virginia Daugherty, Sheila Houlahan, Sam Bent, Carter 
Bentley, Saskia Orr  
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
 
About Today’s Music  
“Glory to God in the Highest” was written by Italian Baroque composer 
Giovanni Battista Pergolisi. (The family name was Draghi, but they had 
moved from Pergola to Jesi, Italy and were thereafter called Pergolesi, “of 
Pergola.”) Born in 1710, he attended a conservatory in Naples where he 
became an accomplished violinist. He spent most of his short life working 
for aristocratic patrons, and was one of the most important early 
composers of opera buffa (comic opera). He wrote six operas, a number 
of secular instrumental works, as well as keyboard and orchestral pieces. 
His sacred music included a Mass in F and three Salve Regina settings, but 
his best-known sacred work was his Stabat Mater for soprano, alto, string 
orchestra and basso continuo, completed just before his untimely death 
from tuberculosis at age 26. After his death his fame grew, and musical 
forgers vied to produce spurious works of Pergolesi, leaving some 
uncertainty about the authenticity of some works attributed to him. 
“Glory to God” is a Christmas anthem based on Luke 2:14 with organ 
accompaniment by Vincent Novello.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  


