
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
November 20, 2022 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Worship 

 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      Ma Navu (How Lovely on the Mountains)   arr. Larry Sue  

Welcome    

Introit 

Opening Question          When was a time in your life when you had to be  
      brave? 

Call to Worship 

 

Hymn #422*     Come, O Thankful People, Come   

Chime Choir 

Opening Litany 

 Leader: How do we know this is God's time? 

 People: God's promises are for always. 

 Leader: Even for such a time as this? 

 People: God is with us, even at such a time as this.  

 Leader: In all the seasons that will be, God invites us into courage, 
 connection and hope.  

Time with Children 

Discovery Choir               Esther                          Drennan/Williams  

Scripture                                                                                         Esther 4: 9-14 

 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then 
 Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for 
 Mordecai: “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s 
 provinces know that, if any man or woman goes to the king inside 
 the inner court without being called, there is but one law: to be put  

 
 

2022 Advent Event Calendar  
 

November 27 
 10AM Worship Service  

December 4 
 10AM Worship Service; Advent Festival—Children and 
 youth are invited to prepare an impromptu Nativity 
 Pageant which will be presented immediately following 
 worship. Afterwards, all are invited to an Advent Festival 
 of crafts and preparation for the Advent Season. 

December 11 
 10AM Worship Service; Postlude Recital in the 
 Sanctuary featuring our children and youth immediately 
 following worship service. For more details, contact 
 Nancy Bent (nancybent@comcast.net) 

December 15 
 7PM Thursday Blue Christmas Service in Sanctuary , 
 designed with the intention of being in community with 
 those who grieve or struggle in any way during the 
 Season of Christmas.  

December 18 
 10AM Worship Service  

December 24: 
• 4:30 pm Intergenerational Candlelight Service: 

Christmas designed to invite all generations into the 
wonder of Christ’s birth. 

• 10 pm Candlelight Service: Lessons and carols featuring 
bells, choir and special music with candlelight. 

December 25 
 10AM Virtual Service of Carols and Stories (Online Only) 



  
  

 to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter to someone 
 may that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to 
 the king for thirty days.” When they told Mordecai what Esther 
 had said, Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that 
 in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other 
 Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will 
 rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s 
 family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal 
 dignity for just such a time as this.”  

Reflection                            Rev. Patty Ebner 

Anthem                    All Good People                                                                  Delta Rae  

Scripture                Esther 4: 15-17 

 Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to 
 be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor 
 drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as 
 you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law, 
 and if I perish, I perish.” Mordecai then went away and did 
 everything as Esther had ordered him.  

Reflection                     Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Anthem                    Level Up              Vienna Teng  

Time of Reflection 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn #391*           In the Midst Of New Dimensions 

Benediction 

Choral Response 

Postlude           Toccata                 P. Giovanni Batista Martini  

 

 
Service of Blessing 

We will be having a service of blessing for Pastor Patty’s  retirement on January 
8, 2023. We have a few folks that are beginning  the plans for this recognition, 
and if you are interested in supporting these efforts please contact Brian 
Thorngate at: 1tgate20@gmail.com 
 

Parish Visitor 

First Congregational Church Bellevue is searching for a part time Parish Visitor, 
for an initial term of 1 year. We are an open and affirming congregation that 
values all people as they are and as they express their gender and sexuality, 
committed to the work of peace and justice in our world. We are seeking 
someone who can work with us on a part-time basis to make visits on behalf of 
the congregation to those who are limited mobility members and elders. This 
role will help manage the care needs of the congregation for congregants in 
crisis, grief or transition including communications with pastoral staff and prayer 
lists. Successful candidates would possess pastoral care skills including 
compassion, appropriate boundaries, sensitivity and teamwork, with experience 
at a progressive Christian church . Salary range for 15-20 hours a week at $27 to 
$30 per hour DOE. Resume and cover letter may be sent 
to jobs@fccbellevue.org.  

Diversity, equity, and inclusion are core values of First Congregational Church of 
Bellevue, as reflected in our mission statement. We’re committed to attracting 
and retaining a diverse staff and building an environment where cultural 
diversity is celebrated and valued. We strongly encourage people from 
disempowered communities to apply. 

 
Love Tree 2022 

Bridge Ministries’ mission is to build bridges between people with physical and/
or developmental disabilities and their communities, churches, and 
families. Most of the people served by Bridge Ministries are adults with 
disabilities. First Congregational Church of Bellevue has supported Bridge 
Ministries for many years through their annual holiday gift program. This year 
we have 22 individuals who have provided us with a “wish list” of things they 
need or want for the holidays.  
See one of the flyers posted around our building for more info, or reach out to  
Chris Putur (cputur@gmail.com or 603-459-5798) 
Sharon Linton (linton13@gmail.com or 425-417-6904) 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  

mailto:1tgate20@gmail.com
mailto:jobs@fccbellevue.org


 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Organist: Laura Ouimette  
Musicians: Shannon O'Bent, Sam Bent, Nancy Bent, Saskia Orr, Kathy 
Forgrave, Autumn Bystrom, Ginny Daugherty   
Discovery Choir Directors: Nancy Bent and Laura Ouimette  
Bell Choir Director: Will Halsey 
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
 
About Today’s Music  
The musical group Delta Rae of Durham, North Carolina, was formed in 2009, its 
sound evoking the richness of Americana with gospel, bluegrass, blues and pop. 
“All Good People” was released to YouTube on 18 June 2015, the day after the 
mass shooting at AME Emmanuel Church in Charleston, South Carolina. The 
band included an emotional message with the video, entreating that “these 
tragedies have got to STOP.” Having witnessed the deaths of Eric Garner, Tamir 
Rice, Walter Scott, and Trayvon Martin, they said that the song poured out. 
“After yesterday’s violence and the calls from James Clyburn and other leaders 
to break our silence, we felt we could wait no longer to express our outrage, 
sadness, and insistence that things must change. It’s time to push our leaders to 
act. All good people must raise their voices. We need to protect our community 
from hate and racism. And we need to stop so much of this violence by limiting 
access to guns.” An official release in October, 2020, included a newly penned 
third verse reflecting on continuing acts of prejudice and racism. Our other 
anthem is Vienna Teng’s “Level Up” from her 2013 album Aims. Born Cynthia 
Yih Shih in 1978 in Saratoga, CA, Teng took her stage name from the Austrian 
city famous for its musical history, and the surname of celebrated Taiwanese 
singer Teresa Teng. With a computer science degree from Stanford, Teng 
worked as a software engineer for Cisco Systems, writing music and performing 
in her free time. She left Cisco in 2002 to focus on her musical career, returning 
to academia in 2010 to earn an MBA at Michigan’s Ross School of Business and 
an MS from the School of Natural Resources and Environment. Now an 
Engagement Manager with McKinsey focusing on global energy economics, 
energy storage and renewable energy integration, Teng declares, “I create songs 
and personalized climate action plans.” Her musical style has been described as 
‘chamberfolk’—“Learning Bach fugues as a kid turned out to be useful for indie 
pop songwriting after all…” This anthem inspires us with a message of gaining 
experience from hardship, and emerging an improved person.  

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

CFH Thanksgiving Meal at FCCB – Help Needed 

We are hosting the Thanksgiving Meal for the men of the CFH Rotating Shelter 
who are staying with us for the month of November.  The turkeys are being 
provided by the church and you are invited to share your favorite side dish with 
the men.  Drop off times can be arranged to your convenience as items can be 
warmed in the church oven and microwave.  For those who wish to participate 
by serving or socializing, we plan on serving the meal at 5 PM on Thanksgiving 
Day.  A sign up sheet will be available in the Atrium on Sunday.  If you prefer to 
sign up in advance, please contact Pastor Patty at patty@fccbellevue.org or Ben 
Spurgeon at benandsusanspurgeon@gmail.com.   

 
Pie Share—Today! 
All are invited to join us for pie share following worship service in the atrium. 
Enjoy a piece or two of pie together! If you have brought a pie today, please 
have it to the church kitchen by 9:30 am for Parish Life to cut and prepare.  

 
Dinner Groups 

This January, we will be starting new dinner groups for January ’23—June ’23. 
We try to meet at each home once during the 6 months unless you are unable 
to host. The host provides the main entree and the others will bring a salad, side 
dish or desert. Each group sets their own schedule and you are responsible for 
contacting each other to get your group organized. 
 
The purpose of these dinner groups is to get better acquainted with other 
attendees of our church. Meeting in each other's homes is helpful to acquaint 
yourselves with other's interests. They can be as casual or formal as you wish to 
make them. We have had between 6 and 13 groups of 6 people in the past. 
Please consider joining us in this church community activity.  
 
If you are interested in participating, please reach out to Jean Matthews at: 
425-301-4072 or email tj3d8gmatt@gmail.com by December 9. Please include 
your address, phone number and email to pass on to the members of your 
group. 
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