
Our Mission: 

To be an inclusive faith presence in the city and beyond,  

claiming one God with many names, 

the Christian faith with many paths, 

offering an open welcome to all, 

affirming diversity, 

and advancing the work of justice in our world. 

 

Order of Worship 
November 13, 2022 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 

 
First Congregational Church, Bellevue, UCC 

http://fccbellevue.org 
425-454-5001 

 
Love Tree 2022 

Bridge Ministries’ mission is to build bridges between people with physical 
and/or developmental disabilities and their communities, churches, and 
families. Most of the people served by Bridge Ministries are adults with 
disabilities. First Congregational Church of Bellevue has supported Bridge 
Ministries for many years through their annual holiday gift program. This 
year we have 22 individuals who have provided us with a “wish list” of things 
they need or want for the holidays.  
See one of the flyers posted around our building for more info, or reach out 
to Chris Putur or Sharon Linton at: 
Chris Putur (cputur@gmail.com or 603-459-5798) 
Sharon Linton (linton13@gmail.com or 425-417-6904) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Worship 

 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      Thaxted                                                     arr. David Blackwell   

Welcome    

Introit 

Opening Question          What is something about you that someone might                 
                                not know when they first meet you? 

Call to Worship 

Hymn #469*      O Grant Us Light   

Time with Children 

Pastoral Prayer              Rev. Patty Ebner 

Scripture                                                                                   Esther 2-3; Selections 

 Now Esther had not revealed her kindred or her people, as       
 Mordecai had charged her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as   
 when she was brought up by him. 

 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman…and 
 advanced him and set his seat above all the officials who were 
 with him. And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate 
 bowed down and did obeisance to Haman, for the king had so 
 commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or 
 do obeisance. Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s 
 gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s 
 command?” When they spoke to him day after day and he would 
 not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether 
 Mordecai’s words would stand, for he had told them that he was a 
 Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do   

 

Dinner Groups 

This January, we will be starting new dinner groups for January ’23—June ’23. 
We try to meet at each home once during the 6 months unless you are unable 
to host. The host provides the main entre' and the others will bring a salad, side 
dish or desert. Each group sets their own schedule and you are responsible for 
contacting each other to get your group organized. 
 
I will then put the groups of 6 together and let you know who your group 
members will be. I will need to know your address, phone number and email to 
pass on to the members of your group. 

If you are interested in participating, please reach out to Jean Matthews at: 
425-301-4072 or email tj3d8gmatt@gmail.com by December 9. Please include 
your address, phone number and email to pass on to the members of your 
group. 
 
The purpose of these dinner groups is to get better acquainted with other 
attendees of our church. Meeting in each other's homes is helpful to acquaint 
yourselves with other's interests. They can be as casual or formal as you wish to 
make them. We have had between 6 and 13 groups of 6 people in the past. 
Please consider joining us in this church community activity.  

 

Pastoral Transition Update 

As we prepare to celebrate Pastor Patty’s ministry with us and bless her in 
retirement in January, we wanted to share a few updates on things in the 
works: 
 
 Goodbye: We will be having a service of blessing for Pastor Patty’s 
 retirement on January 8, 2023. We have a few folks that are beginning 
 the plans for this recognition, and if you are interested in supporting 
 these efforts please contact Brian Thorngate at: 1tgate20@gmail.com 
 
 Short Term Ministry Support: The Church Council has approved a job 
 description for a 15-20 hour a week Parish Visitor, to help support our 
 caring ministries during our short and mid-term transition. A job listing 
 will be forthcoming, and if you know anyone who might be interested in 
 the role, please contact Pastor Lisa at: lisa@fccbellevue.org 
 
 Long Term Staff Visioning: The Church Council is beginning its plans for 
 our congregation to begin conversations about our staffing vision 
 starting in January. Be on the lookout for more information to come.  

Children are dismissed to Faith Formation. 

mailto:tj3d8gmatt@gmail.com
mailto:1tgate20@gmail.com
mailto:lisa@fccbellevue.org


 

 obeisance to him, Haman was infuriated. But he thought it 
 beneath him to kill only Mordecai. So, having been told who 
 Mordecai’s people were, Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, 
 the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of 
 Ahasuerus. 

 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his 
 clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes and went through the city, 
 wailing with a loud and bitter cry; he went up to the entrance of 
 the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed 
 with sackcloth.  In every province, wherever the king’s command 
 and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, 
 with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in 
 sackcloth and ashes. 

 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the 
 queen was deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe 
 Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would 
 not accept them. 

 Mordecai also gave [the messenger] a copy of the written decree 
 issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to 
 Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king to make 
 supplication to him and to entreat him for her people. 

 

 

Anthem                    Show Yourself          Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez  

Sermon         Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 

Time of Reflection         

 

 

 

 

 
Announcements 

 

Congregations for the Homeless in November 

Our church is providing shelter and food for the men of Congregations for the 
Homeless during the month of November. Volunteers are needed each day to 
come and serve dinners, to make sandwiches for lunches, and to socialize with 
the men during meals. Currently, we have no signups for the following 
days: Tuesday, 11/15 and Wednesday, 11/16; Friday, 11/18; Sunday, 11/27 thru 
Tuesday, 11/29.  
 
If you would like to make lunch sandwiches (primary need), serve dinners or 
otherwise help with this ministry, please sign up with the following 
link: www.tinyurl.com/cfhfccbvolunteer  

If you are unable to sign up electronically and want to volunteer your time, 
please contact Ben Spurgeon at benandsusanspurgeon@gmail.com, or at  
(425-657-0400)  
 
This year, FCCB will be also providing the Thanksgiving meal. If you can  
provide a side dish in advance of the meal (drop off at the church) or help to 
serve the meal (target time of 5 PM), please contact Ben Spurgeon.  
 
Per CFH and FCCB protocol, volunteers are asked to wear masks when not 
eating or drinking.  

 
Pie Share Sunday 

November 20 is Pie Share Sunday. This is an opportunity for sharing! You are 
invited to bring your favorite pie to church to share after the 10:00 am service in 
the Atrium and all are invited to enjoy a piece or two of pie together. If you are 
bringing a pie to church, please have it to the church kitchen by 9:30 am for 
Parish Life to cut and have ready for after the service. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to assist with cutting pies, please feel 
free to contact Darryn Quincey (dq98106@comcast.net) or just show up in the 
kitchen on November 20. 

 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  

http://www.tinyurl.com/cfhfccbvolunteer
mailto:dq98106@comcast.net


 

Hymn #588*             Let Justice Flow Like Streams      

Benediction 

Postlude                   Called Home to Heaven                      arr. by Fred Gramann      

             (Meditation on Holy Manna)      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner 
Organist: Laura Ouimette  
Musicians: Karlye Shank, Kylie Wallette 
Bell Choir Director: Will Halsey 
 
About Today’s Music  
The chancel choir is on a retreat this weekend, so DigiPen students Karlye 
Shank and Kylie Wallette are singing our anthem, “Show Yourself,” from 
the movie Frozen II. Written by the husband/wife duo Robert Lopez 
(b.1975) and Kristen Anderson-Lopez (b.1972), it recounts the journey of 
Elsa, who is following a mysterious voice across the Dark Sea, exploring 
memories of the past, discovering the secrets of what occurred in the 
Enchanted Forest, and seeking to learn the source of her powers. She 
sings “Show Yourself” as she dives deeper toward the truth. Frozen II is a 
fantasy for children, but also an allegory about trauma, transformation, 
and faith communities’ role in environmental repair. The film introduces 
young children to environmental issues such as climate change, while it 
encourages wider audiences to adopt more sustainable practices, make 
amends, and work together to preserve the natural world. The song 
carries a theme of self-acceptance similar to that of “Let it Go” from 
Frozen, and has sometimes been interpreted as a coming-out for the 
LGBTQ community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


