
 

 
 
Participating in Worship 
Worship Leaders: Rev. Patty Ebner, Rev. Lisa Horst Clark 
Lector: Graham Crow 
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent 
Pianist: Sam Bent 
 
 
 
About Today’s Music 
“The Day is Coming” by Mark Miller (“I Choose Love,” “I Believe”) is based on 
the scripture Isaiah 35:1-3 and this is what Miller tells us about the piece:  
My longtime collaborator and friend, Laurie Zelman, penned these words. 
They speak of the hope that people of different faith traditions can unite 
across lines of religious difference in peace and prayer. When people utter 
the prayer, “please”, or “have mercy”, “thank you,” these transcend our 
particularities and connect us together in a larger community. When we 
recognize our common humanity, we begin to see our Muslim neighbors not 
as a threat but as people struggling with the same issues as everyone else.  
I envision this song challenging us to come together to live out the values 
that make meaning in our lives. Working for peace with justice, valuing 
children and families, caring and nurturing the environment, promoting 
education, seeking out forgiveness and reconciliation. These are just a few of 
the critical pieces that can help bring us together and create a brighter 
future for all who live on this sacred blue marble we call home.  
 
 
Hymn Note for "If We Just Talk of Thoughts and Prayers" 
We are called to pay attention to what is going on in the world around us 
and to lift up concerns and tragedies in our prayers to God. God does want 
us to pray and to show concern for victims and their families. Yet we can 
never let the words, "They are in our thoughts and prayers," be a substitute 
for seeking laws and policies that bring us a more just and peaceful world. As 
Christians, we are called to follow the way of Jesus and to work for peace, 
justice, nonviolence, better mental health care in our communities, and 
sensible gun laws, such as ones that restrict the availability of military 
weapons to civilians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 
May 29, 2022 

 
 

Please keep your mask on throughout the worship service. 

Livestreaming Notification 
 

We are livestreaming worship from the Sanctuary. Mostly the 
congregation is not on camera, but if you would like to be 

guaranteed to not be filmed, simply avoid the first two rows of 
chairs in any section. The cameras will be off during the Time of 
Reflection so that all may come up to the front to light a candle. 
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Anthem                        The Day is Coming                       Mark Miller 
 
Sermon 

Time of Reflection            Italian Concerto II: Andante              J. S. Bach  

         
 
Hymn*          If We Just Talk of Thoughts and Prayers   

If we just talk of thoughts and prayers 
And don't live out a faith that dares, 
And don't take on the ways of death, 
Our thoughts and prayers are fleeting breath. 
 
If we just dream of what could be 
And do not build community, 
And do not seek to change our ways, 
Our dreams of change are false displays. 
 
If we just sing of doing good 
And don't walk through our neighborhood 
To learn its hope, to ease its pain, 
Our talk of good is simply vain. 
 
God, may our prayers and dreams and songs 
Lead to a faith that takes on wrongs — 
That works for peace and justice, too. 
Then will our prayers bring joy to you. 

 
Benediction 
Benediction Response 
 
Postlude               Italian Concerto III: Presto              J. S. Bach 

  
 

Order of Worship 
* Indicates please stand as you are able 

 
Prelude                   Italian Concerto I: Allegro                          J. S. Bach  

Welcome 
 
Introit      
Call to Worship 
 
Hymn #257*                 Alleluia! Gracious Jesus! 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Scripture: Acts 1: 1 - 11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 
teach until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not 
to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” 
he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 
 

You’re invited forward to light a candle,  
write a prayer request,  or to give an offering.  

Please keep distanced from others as you do this. 


