January 9, 2022
Prelude

As I Went Down to the River to Pray

Welcome

Call to Worship

Hymn - God of Change and God of Glory

Mark Hayes

Pastoral Prayer

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
(translation from A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church by Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney)

Now Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod. Suddenly sages
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the one born king of the Judeans?
For we have seen his star at its ascent and have come to reverence him.” When King
Herod heard this, he was shaken, and all Jerusalem with him; then calling together all
the chief priests and religious scholars of the people, he inquired of them where the

Messiah would be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for it has been
written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
by no means are least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the sages and learned from them the time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go, search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him bring me word so that I may also go and reverence
him.” When they had heard the king they left, and there suddenly was the star that they
had seen at its ascent going before them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they rejoiced; their joy was exuberant.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they fell down and
reverenced him. Then, opening their treasure, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.

Anthem

Epiphany Alleluias

John Weaver

Sermon

Time of Reflection

Italian Concerto II. Andante

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Hymn: In the Bulb There Is a Flower

J. S. Bach

Benediction

Postlude

Postludio

John Zundel

Participating in worship today:
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Kevin Bechtold (guest preacher)
Lector: Peter Valle
Organist: Laura Ouimette
Soloists: Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bos, Nancy Bent, Sam Bent
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent

About Today’s Anthem
This week’s anthem, Epiphany Alleluias, by John Weaver (1937-2021) gives a fanfare-like
treatment to texts from Isaiah and the Gospel of Matthew: “We have seen His star in the East,
and are come to worship Him. Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee.” It is written for SATB voices and organ, and the composer was also a
pre-eminent organist and educator. Weaver retired in 2005 after 35 years as Director of Music
and Organist at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. During that tenure he
was also Head of the Organ Department at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia
(1972-2003) and Julliard in New York (1987-2004). His predecessor at Curtis insisted that an
organist had not truly learned a piece of music unless it was memorized; Weaver continued that
tradition, rare among organists, and brought it with him to Julliard. He also performed recitals
worldwide, and he said of the organ, “You can’t just go out and play an instrument. If I’m going
to go out and play a recital, I spend about 15 hours on that instrument before I feel like I know it
well enough to really be able to play my best.”

Worship Livestream 1/9/22
Good morning and welcome!
Order of worship:
New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors
Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate

Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,
FCCB
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