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Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel Franklin Ashdown

Welcome

Stewardship Moment

Advent Candle Lighting

Profound God, as we light this candle of peace, kindle in us a taste of what your peace
might be. May we hear the first whispers of your voice calling “Peace, be still.” Invite us
into your work of peacemaking in this world. May we see your vision of a peace which
transforms ourselves, our relationships and our world. Amen.

Call to Worship

Introit

Hymn - Who Would Think That What Was Needed?





Pastoral Prayer

Scripture:

(Translation by Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney from “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W)

Psalm 78: 1 - 7

Give ear, my people, to my teaching;
incline your ear to the utterances of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a proverb;
I will utter riddles from of old.
Which we have heard and known,
and which our mothers and fathers have told us.
We will not hide them from their daughters and sons;
we will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds of She Who Speaks Life,
and her might and the wonderful works she has done.
She gave her decrees for Rebekah’s descendants
and placed teaching among Sarah’s offspring,
which she commanded their mothers and fathers
to make known to their daughters and sons.
In order that a coming generation, children yet to be, might know,
and will rise up and tell their daughters and sons.
Then they will put their confidence in God,
and not forget the works of God, but will keep her commandments.

Luke 1: 39 - 45

Mary set out in those days and went to hill country with haste, to a Judean town. There she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. Now when Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Elizabeth exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. From where does this visit come to me? That the mother of my
Sovereign comes to me? Look! As soon as I heard the sound of your greeting in my ear, the
baby in my womb leaped for joy. Now blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of those things spoken to her by the Holy One.”



Anthem O Come, Emmanuel Elaine Hagenberg

Message

Time of Reflection

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Communion

Bell Choir Bethlehem Dreams arr. Linda Lamb

Hymn: What Child Is This?





Benediction

Postlude In dulci jubilo J.S. Bach

Participating in worship today:

Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner

Lector: Sharon Linton

Organist: Laura Ouimette

Soloists: Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bos, Sam Bent

Bell Choir Director: Will Halsey

Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent

About Today’s Anthem

"This week we will be singing the advent hymn, “O Come, Emmanuel” in a 2016 arrangement by Elaine
Hagenberg (1979- ). The verse comes from a Latin text, possibly dating back to the 8th century, and
translated in 1851 by noted Latin scholar and poet John Mason Neale (1818-1866). Originally comprised
of 7 verses, each addressing Our Savior with a different name from the Scriptures, such as the Key of
David or the Rod of Jesse, the plea is an expression of the longing and expectation of the Old Testament
people as they waited for the coming of the Messiah. Neale’s poem soon became attached to a fitting
13th century French processional and has remained a staple of Advent observances ever since.

Hagenberg has chosen three verses (the third translated by Henry Coffin) for a colorful and hauntingly
creative interpretation, marked “mysterioso” by the composer. “The integrity and strength of the text is
beautifully developed, moving steadily to its compelling conclusion,” per the publisher. This arrangement
also features piano and cello voices (Laura Ouimette and Sam Bent) which, typically for Hagenberg, carry
equal weight with the vocal parts.



Sources: https://www.elainehagenberg.com/o-come-emmanuel-satb

https://religiousaffections.org/articles/hymnody/hoping-through-the-darkness-before-dawn-o-come-o-com
e-emmanuel/

https://www.jwpepper.com/O-Come-Emmanuel/10607049.item#.YY-L7lHMIdU

https://hymnary.org/person/Neale_JM

https://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/Music_P000_files/p017rpVeniVeni.htm

Worship Livestream 12/5/21

Good morning and welcome!

Order of worship:

New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors

Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate

Submit your pledge for 2022: http://tinyurl.com/FCCPledge21

Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,

FCCB
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