
December 19, 2021

Prelude Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella Mark Hayes

Welcome

Special Offering Announcement

Introit

Advent Candle Lighting

God of the heights and depths, as we light this candle of joy, kindle in us a hint of your
deep joy in the world. We may feel happy and sad at times, but beneath it all is the joy
in your goodness and presence in the world. In the midst of the difficult parts of this
season, may you meet us in flickers of joy. As we prepare for the coming of Christ, may
we whisper your joy into the shadowed night. Amen.

Hymn - Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten





Pastoral Prayer

Scripture: Matthew 1: 18 - 25

(Translation by Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney from “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W)

Now this is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah happened: When his mother Mary had been

betrothed to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to have a child in her

womb from the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a just man and unwilling to shame her,

he wanted to divorce her secretly.

But when he deliberated this, suddenly an angel of the Most High God appeared to him in a

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for in her

is conceived a child from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to name

him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

All this happened to fulfill what had been spoken by the Most High God through he prophet:

“Look now! The virgin shall conceive a child in her womb and give birth to a son, and

they shall call him Emmanuel,”



Which translated means “God is with us.”

When Joseph got up from sleep, he did as the angel of the Most High God commanded

him. He took her as his wife, yet did not know her sexually until her birthing of a son and

named him Jesus.

Anthem Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Hal Hopson

Message

Time of Reflection Be Thou My Vision Dale Wood

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter





Benediction

Postlude Regent Square Edwin Taylor

Participating in worship today:

Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner

Lector: Otis Gillaspie

Organist: Laura Ouimette

Soloists: Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bos

Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent

About Today’s Anthem
This week we will be singing the well known carol, “Angels We Have Heard on High,” arranged
in 2018 by Hal Hopson, who also arranged last week’s “Once in Royal David’s City.” The music
is from a traditional French carol, “Les Anges dans nos Campagnes,” or ‘The Angels in our
Countryside,’ first published in 1843 and paraphrased in 1862 by James Chadwick (1813-1882),
a Roman Catholic Bishop. Some of the lyrics are original and others more loosely translated.

Worship Livestream 12/19/21

Good morning and welcome!

Order of worship:

New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors

Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate

Submit your pledge for 2022: http://tinyurl.com/FCCPledge21

http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors
http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate
http://tinyurl.com/FCCPledge21


Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,

FCCB
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