
December 12, 2021

Prelude Wachet auf J.S. Bach

Welcome

Introit

Advent Candle Lighting

God of all Creation, as we light this candle of love, kindle in us a love for your world.
May we get a picture of your love for this world, all of its creatures and each one of your
children made in your image and likeness. May we get a glimpse of how profoundly you
love us. As we prepare for the coming of Christ, may we feel your love with us and
reflect that love to the world. Amen.

Hymn - Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming





Pastoral Prayer

Scripture: Luke 1: 26 - 38

(Translation by Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney from “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W)

Luke 1: 46 - 56

“My soul magnifies the Holy One,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for God has looked with favor on the lowliness of God’s own womb-slave.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed:

For the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is God’s name.

God’s loving-kindness is for those who fear God

from generation to generation.

God has shown the strength of God’s own arm:

God has scattered the arrogant in the intent of their hearts,

God has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;

God has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

God has helped God’s own child, Israel,

a memorial to God’s mercy,

just as God said to our mothers and father,

to [Hagar and] Sarah and Abraham, to their descendants forever.”

And Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then she returned to her home.



Anthem Once In Royal David’s City arr. Hal Hopson

Message

Time of Reflection I Wonder As I Wander arr. Mark Hayes

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! (vs 2 and 3)





Benediction

Postlude Noel Etranger Daquin

Participating in worship today:

Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner

Lector: Jeni Craswell

Organist: Laura Ouimette

Soloists: Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bos

Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent



About Today’s Anthem

The text of this beloved anthem was written by Cecil Frances Alexander (1808-1895), who began writing
poetry in her personal childhood journal.  She travelled widely visiting the sick and poor, providing food,
warm clothes and medical supplies, and with her sister founded a school for the deaf. Her husband
became the chief bishop of Ireland, and she wrote more than 400 hymn texts, based on biblical themes
but in language particularly meant for children. “Once in Royal David’s City” (1848), first published in
Hymns for Little Children, explains the Apostles’ Creed, “Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary…” and sets His birth into the larger framework of the history of salvation. A year after its
publication, the London organist Henry John Gauntlet set the poem to the tune IRBY. We will be singing a
2018 arrangement by the acclaimed composer Hal Hopson. His version, which omits Alexander’s verses
3 and 6, includes a total of four stanzas. The first two stanzas recall Jesus’ birth, contrasting His humble
origins with the richness of royalty. The third focuses on His childhood and identity with humanity, while
the last looks forward to the sharing of His glory with God's children.

Sources:https://hymnary.org/text/once_in_royal_davids_city_stood_a_lowly

https://hymnary.org/person/Alexander_CF

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Once_in_Royal_David%27s_City
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Good morning and welcome!

Order of worship:

New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors

Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate

Submit your pledge for 2022: http://tinyurl.com/FCCPledge21

Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,

FCCB
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