November 28, 2021
Prelude

I Wonder As I Wander

arr. Mark Hayes

Welcome
Advent Candle Lighting
Unexpected God, as we light this candle of hope, kindle in us a vision of what may be.
Give us a glimpse of the dream you hold for all creation. May we see your hope for
wholeness of creation, for our communities and for us. May your hope be with us as we
wait, that we might be hope for the world. Amen.

Call to Worship
Introit

Hymn - Come, O Long Expected Jesus

Pastoral Prayer

Scripture: Luke 1: 26 - 38
(Translation by Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney from “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town of Galilee, Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the name of
the virgin was Mary. And the angel came to Mary and said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Most
High God is with you.”
Now, she was troubled by the angel’s words and pondered what sort of greeting this was.

Then the angel said to her, “Fear not Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Sovereign
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his sovereignty there will be no end.”
Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have not known a man intimately?”
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit, She will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the one born will be holy. He will be called Son of God.
And now, Elizabeth your kinswoman has even conceived a son in her old age, and this is
the sixth month for she who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God."
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the woman-slave of God; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel left her.

Anthem

Who Would Think That What Was Needed

arr. Ronald Nelson

Message

Time of Reflection

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Laura Wasson

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Hymn: Comfort, Comfort O My People

Benediction

Postlude

Angelus ad pastores ait

Monteverdi

Participating in worship today:
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner
Lector: Roy Kohavi
Organist: Laura Ouimette
Soloists: Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bos
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent

About Today’s Anthem
Our anthem this week has several credits to acknowledge. The tune, for which she was best known, was
written by Evelyn Danzig (1902-1996) in 1949 with lyrics by her collaborator Jack Segal as the Christmas
song “Scarlet Ribbons.”
We are singing the lyrics by John L. Bell (1949- ) and his colleague Graham Maule (1958-2019), "Who
Would Think That What Was Needed." Bell had intended to be a music teacher but heeded a call to the
ministry. Maule left a presumed career in architecture 3 months prior to sitting for his professional exams
to join his friend Bell in starting a 40-year collaboration in youth work, liturgical innovation, song-writing
and social justice activism at the Iona Community in Glasgow, Scotland. Among their goals was
composing songs that addressed concerns missing from the Scottish hymnody. “I discovered that seldom
did our hymns represent the plight of poor people to God. There was nothing that dealt with
unemployment, …that dealt with living in a multicultural society and feeling disenfranchised, … about
child abuse…nothing that reflected concern for the developing world… that helped see ourselves as
brothers and sisters to those who are suffering from poverty and persecution.” (Bell: 1993 interview)
This 1987 arrangement is by Ronald A. Nelson (1927- ), retired after 37 years as Music Director at
Westwood Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, now Cantor Emeritus and still a choir member. His
composition “Building Bridges” received Honorable Mention in the Waging Peace Through Singing
competition of the University of Oregon. The familiar tune is enhanced by a lovely instrumental descant

(recorder, played by Nancy Bent), and close listeners will detect the incorporation of another Christmas
carol.
Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evelyn Danzig
http://ftp.hymnary.org/person/Bell_JohnL
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/march-1993/whom-bell-toils-interview-john-bell-iona-community
https://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/18191416.obituary-graham-maule-revered-iona-community-youth
-leader-founder-member-wild-goose-resource-group/
Ronald A. Nelson | Hymnary.org

Worship Livestream 11/28/21
Good morning and welcome!
Order of worship:
http://fccbellevue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Online-Order-of-Worship-11_28_21.pdf
New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors
Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate
Submit your pledge for 2022: http://tinyurl.com/FCCPledge21

Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,
FCCB
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