
Congregational Meeting Minutes of June 6, 2021 

Kaarin Shumate called the meeting to order at 11:00 am. 

o Opening Prayer by Pastor Patty Ebner 
o Agenda and Minutes:  –  
 “Move to approve the minutes from the winter congregational meeting” 

 Discussion: 
 none 
 Motion passed 

 
o Treasurer’s report / Financial review  

2021 Financials:  Gary Houlahan reported that pledge income continued to be strong and that our expenses were 
lower primarily due to the pandemic and having worship services be virtual since March 2020. 
 

o Recommendations from Nominating Committee 
The nominating committee made the following recommendations for the 2021-2022 Council Members and 
Committees (not on Council) 
 

Executive:  
Moderator:  Jim Bechtold (from Associate Moderator) 
Associate Moderator: Kaarin Shumate (from Moderator) 
Treasurer: Gary Houlahan (term ending May 2022) 
Clerk:  Kristi Falkner (term ending May 2024 
 
Commissions: 
Administrative Management:  Chuck Zachau 
Congregational Ministries:  Lyn Griesel 
Discipleship:  Chuck Maynard 
Service and Witness:  Kathryn Blackley 
Welcoming:  Bob Forgrave 
At Large:  Matt Dela Cruz (new), Chuck Gillam, Randy Wallingford 
Youth: open 
 
Committees (not on Council) 
Finance: Chuck Gillam 
Investment: Felled on committee 
Nominating: filled on committee 
Pastor Parish:  Debi Wallingford 
Personnel:  Amy Stromberg 
Safe Conduct:  Mary Holm 
Scholarship:  Mallory McClure 

 
“Move to approve the slate of officers, council members and committee chairs recommended by the Nominating 
Committee” 

o Discussion: 
▪ none 
▪ Motion passed 

 
o Recap on Focus areas for the year:  Kaarin Shumate reviewed the focus areas and the progress made during the 2020-

2021 year.  The focus areas were: 
 Live our mission as a virtual faith community, supporting those within our community and expanding our reach 

into the world. 



● The past year all worship services have been virtual and we will continue to have a virtual option for 
attending worship services.   We have people joining our services from Columbia South America and Israel 
and also from all parts of the United States. 

 Begin a learning journey to become an antiracist congregation and start taking meaningful actions as a faith 
community.  The council members attended a four-part workshop as an introduction to how to talk about this 
subject. 
● Members of the congregation raised concerns about the use of the word "antiracist" during the discussion. 

They expressed how this term could imply a goal of shaming racist individuals. 
o In response to this concern, it was brought up that the term comes from the national UCC ( Anti-Racist 

Church - United Church of Christ (ucc.org)) and part of our journey as a congregation will be to define the 
terms we use so that we have a common understanding. The Racial equity task force may use different 
terms in the future than we used in the Council focus area for this past year. 

 
 

o Resuming in-person Gatherings 
Council will continue to discuss the steps for reopening the church and resuming our “normal” activities.  Each 
month, Council reviews the policies from the previous month and the current CDC and Washington State guidelines 
to determine how we can continue to reopen.  Until Council meets again on June 15, here are the current guidelines 
for gathering in person: 
 Musicians from three households can gather at the church for rehearsals that follow the current state guidelines. 
 Indoor, masked gatherings of 40 people or fewer in the sanctuary or atrium.  No singing, eating, or playing wind 

instruments.  Groups should add extra distancing between participants. 
 Outdoor gatherings of any size following state guidelines. 

 
Early summer: Several wide-ranging opportunities to gather in person.  We need volunteers to Host! 
 
In August, dependent on conditions in the county Council is hoping to have a soft opening of hybrid worship services. 

 
o Many thanks were expressed to the Staff and Council for guiding us through these unusual times.   

 
o Thank you to Carol Wolf for her services as an at-large member of Council. 
 
o Closing Prayer by Jim Bechtold, newly elected Moderator. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 
After the meeting adjourned attendees were invited to stay on the Zoom meeting.   

 
 
Submitted: 

 Kristi Falkner 


