May 2, 2021
Prelude

Adoro te Devote

arr. David Johnson

Welcome
Passing of the Peace
You are invited to introduce yourself in the Facebook comments
Lighting the Candle
Call to Worship
Hymn - Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!

Pastoral Prayer
Hymn: As We Gather At Your Table

Scripture: Genesis 2: 4-9

On the day the Lord God made earth and sky— before any wild plants appeared on the
earth, and before any field crops grew, because the Lord God hadn’t yet sent rain on the
earth and there was still no human being to farm the fertile land, though a stream rose from
the earth and watered all of the fertile land— the Lord God formed the human from the
topsoil of the fertile land and blew life’s breath into his nostrils. The human came to life. The
Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east and put there the human he had formed. In
the fertile land, the Lord God grew every beautiful tree with edible fruit, and also he grew the
tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Anthem

Beautiful City

Stephen Schwartz

Message
Time of Reflection

One Bread, One Body

arr. Ron Schmoltze

(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)
Communion

Hymn: For Everyone Born, vs 1, 3, 5

Benediction

Postlude

Certifiable

Bhaj Gordon, arr. Bhaj Townsend & Gordon Currie

Participating in worship today:
Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner
Organist: Laura Ouimette
Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent
Musicians: Nancy Bos, Ginny Daugherty, Notable Journey - Bhaj Townsend &
Gordon Currie
Lector: Bob Higgins
Acolyte: Eli

About Today’s Anthem
On April 11th we heard Stephen Schwartz’s “Spark of Creation,” and this week Nancy
Bos will sing another of his works, “Beautiful City” from the musical film “Godspell.”
John-Michael Tebelak conceived of the show (based on biblical passages primarily from
Matthew) as a playful telling of parables, with actors behaving like comic movie
characters to make the material joyful and spontaneous. Schwartz, in his first
professional engagement, was brought in before its transition to Broadway, asked to
musicalize the score in a way that made it more accessible and to add variety. “Beautiful
City” (1973) was not part of the stage musical; it was written to replace one of several
songs that didn’t fit the film format. In the years since, this piece has itself gone through
several iterations. Originally sung by Jesus and his disciples as they merrily skip and
dance through the empty streets of New York, it was revised later for a planned Los

Angeles opening. Influenced by the aftermath of the riots in LA, Schwartz changed the
lyrics to reflect a more thoughtful approach to rebuilding a city. Along with a new lyric,
the arrangement was revised to a more gentle, heartfelt and poignant rendition. More
recently the entire score has been re-orchestrated and arranged to give it a more “hip”
feel, with a brisk tempo and an upbeat and funky style. No matter the incarnation, the
theme has remained the same: “Society has within its power the ability to build a truly
‘civilized’ community. It begins by making a choice.”

Sources: Stephen Schwartz - Broadway, Film, and Opera Composer and Lyricist,
Interviews, Awards, Photos, Career (musicalschwartz.com)
Godspell-Songs.pdf (stephenschwartz.com)
Godspell's ""Beautiful City"" offers hope. Lyrics, Music, History, Stories
(musicalschwartz.com)
Godspell the Musical by Stephen Schwartz & John-Michael Tebelak
(musicalschwartz.com)
Worship Livestream 5/2/21
Good morning and welcome!
Order of worship:
New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors
Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate
Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,
FCCB
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