
April 25, 2021

Prelude “The Swan” from Carnival of the Animals Saint-Saens

Welcome

Passing of the Peace

You are invited to introduce yourself in the Facebook comments

Lighting the Candle

Introit Let Me Open My Mind O’Bent/Bordeaux

Call To Worship

God be with us today as we consider what it means to live out our faith by caring for your
creation.

Lord, hear our prayer.

God, we pray for the poor and vulnerable who suffer disproportionately from pollution, lack
of clean water and the impacts of climate change.

Lord, hear our prayer.

God, we pray that all of your creatures, plants and trees are able to thrive.



Lord, hear our prayer.

God we pray for young people and future generations facing the fear of climate catastrophe

Lord, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for our UCC Camps, Pilgrim Firs and N-Sid-Sen and all of the other
beautiful places where we can connect with nature and nurture our souls.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the people of action who work to conserve and protect creation through
individual efforts and larger initiatives.

Lord, hear our prayer.

God Grant us the grace to grow deeper in our respect and care for your creation.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Amen

Hymn - For the Beauty of the Earth



Time With Children

Hymn: I Come to the Garden Alone





Scripture: Psalm 148

Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from the heavens;

praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels;

praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon;

praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

for he commanded and they were created.

He established them forever and ever;

he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps,

fire and hail, snow and frost,

stormy wind fulfilling his command!



Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars!

Wild animals and all cattle,

creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and women alike,

old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

for his name alone is exalted;

his glory is above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people,

praise for all his faithful,

for the people of Israel who are close to him.

Praise the Lord!

Anthem Take Care of This Land Stephen O’Bent

Reflections

Prayer For the Earth

Time of Reflection All Things Bright and Beautiful Ann Buys



(You are invited to comment with your prayers of joy or concern)

Hymn: Touch the Earth Lightly





Benediction

Postlude Il Grillo (The Cricket) Thomas Morley

Participating in worship today:

Worship Leaders: Rev. Lisa Horst Clark, Rev. Patty Ebner, Ron Snell, Rayma
Norton, Becky Chu, Sharon Linton, Bill Linton, Katie Gillam, Brian Thorngate, Sally
Lawrence

Organist: Laura Ouimette

Minister of Music: Stephen O’Bent

Musicians: Nancy Bos, Ginny Daugherty, Nancy Bent, Sam Bent, Saskia Orr

Acolyte: Sara

About Today’s Anthem
Stephen O’Bent (b. 1987) assumed the baton as our Minister of Music and the Arts from the
esteemed Dennis Coleman in the fall of 2019, not knowing that the world would soon turn
upside down. He has juggled zoom/virtual choirs for this church as well as Digipen (Assistant
Prof. of Music & Conductor of Choirs), and shared his technical expertise with choirs around the
country. He is also Music Director/Performer with the Flying Karamazov Brothers. Stephen says,
“I make music of all kinds. The unifying thread throughout my career is a commitment to
excellence and a passion for sharing my love of music with others.” He’s multi-talented and
multi-faceted, and he’s ours!  The anthem, “Take Care of This Land,” (2019) was inspired by his
reaction (while holding his own newborn son) to a presentation of Nelda Swiggett’s “The Alaska
Suite” about the impending destruction of the natural world. The song was the product of
processing his own emotions of guilt and responsibility. The hip-hop style, perhaps unexpected
for a worship service, not only grabs our attention, but also fills the anthem with content, while
the insistent choral refrain emphasizes our shared responsibility to “take care of this land—we



are the garden keepers.” It concludes dramatically with the question/challenge: “What are we
gonna do?”

Sources: Life is a juggling act for student Stephen O'Bent | School of Music | University of
Washington  (a must read!)

Stephen O'Bent - Musician

Email conversation with Stephen

Worship Livestream 4/25/21

Good morning and welcome!

Order of worship:

New or reconnecting with this community? We would love the chance to get to know you. Visitor
information form here: http://tinyurl.com/fccbvisitors

Virtual offering plate: http://tinyurl.com/fccofferingplate

Join us for coffee hour after worship via Zoom. Contact us for the link.

We are so glad to worship together today.

Blessings,

FCCB
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