
Congregational Meeting Minutes of October 4, 2020 

Kaarin Shumate called the meeting to order at 11:10 am. 

o Opening Prayer by Pastor Lisa Clark 

o Agenda and Minutes: –  

“Move that the Congregation accepts the Agenda and Minutes as edited from the spring 

congregational meeting” 

• No discussion. 

• Motion passed 

 

o Treasurer’s report / Financial review  

2020 Financials: Gary Houlahan reported that pledge income has dipped a little and that our 

expenses were lower primarily due to not having in person worship nor people using the 

building due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

o Task Team Update: Bylaws  

Brian Thorngate reviewed the process that the bylaws task team used to make the 

revisions. Over the summer there were congregational discussions over the new revision. 

Brian thanked the team for their work over the past two years.  

“Move to approve the updated bylaws.” 

• Motion by Cady Dannemiller, Second by Sue Bechtold 

• No discussion. 

• Motion passed 

o 2020 Council Focus Areas  

Kaarin Shumate presented the two areas of focus for Council this year. These were agreed 

upon at the Council online retreat in September.  

• Live our mission as a virtual faith community, supporting those within our 

community and expanding our reach into the world. 

• Begin a learning journey to become an antiracist congregation, and start taking 

meaningful actions as a faith community. 

o Stewardship Report  

Martin Paquette reported that the theme for the stewardship pledge drive this year will 

be “Crossing over together While Apart”. A mailing will be coming out in mid-October. 

 

o Service and Witness Report  

Kathryn Blackley reported on the activities of some of the small groups in the Service 

and Witness Commission. The Immigrant Welcoming Action Team held an “Always 



Essential” webinar in July and had a school supplies drive for refugees in September. The 

Social Justice committee shared a Voter suppression documentary and is taking actions 

to help get out the vote for the General Election in November. The environmental 

Justice committee shared an Earth Day documentary. 

 

o Music Department 

 Stephen O’Bent shared the activities of all the various musical groups in the church: 

Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Discovery Choir, Horns O’Plenty, and AWE. He provided an 

informative video on how these groups are able to make music for the worship services 

while remaining socially distant and safe. 

 

o Closing Prayer by Pastor Patty Ebner  

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  

 

Submitted: Kristi Falkner 


